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Theology of Politics - Voting Principles for Christians
By William Wolfe

“When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.”
Pay close attention to what our Founders anchored their right to pursue freedom: “the Laws of Nature and
of Nature’s God.” Inseparably bound up in what God, and our political inheritance, has given to us, is the
right to a representative government.
While voting is not mandatory in the United States, Christians should indeed view it as a duty, an exercise
of a right secured by our Founding Fathers. When Christians vote in America, we are proclaiming these
truths: that mankind is made by God, whether the fallen, secular world realizes it or not.
We are also doing our part to maintain the public and civic morality our nation needs to function. Reflecting on the constitutional republic that the Founders created, John Adams, the second president of the
United States, wrote, “Our Constitution was made only for a religious and moral people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
In our increasingly secular society, if Christians retreat from the public square or the ballot box, we are removing the necessary ingredient for our society to endure: religious and moral people, actively involved in
the governing process.
Christians should use their rights to vote, both for their own good and the good of others.

From a Biblical Perspective
Having addressed our civic responsibilities and our historical inheritance, let us now consider reasons for
voting drawn explicitly from Scripture. Author Jonathan Leeman put it this way, “The Bible is the book by
which all our political activity will be judged.”
Before we cover some of the most important issues that Christians should vote for, here are three biblically based arguments for
why Christians should vote.

Christians should vote Out of Love for Self and Neighbor.
Jesus summarizes the entirety of God’s Law into the two “Great Commandments,” calling His followers to
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” and to
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Think of this: When you punch the ticket for a pro-life candidate, you
are loving your unborn neighbor. When you make whatever sacrifices are necessary to get to the voting
booth in order to vote against that resolution to legalize transgender treatments in children, you are
(whether they realize it or not) loving your neighbor.

Christians should vote As an Act of Stewardship Before God.
The Bible is very clear about this point: Everything we have is a gift from God and He will hold us accountable for how we use (or fail to use) the gifts He gives us. This includes our freedom to participate in
our government. And that freedom, that gift, for as long as we have it, is most particularly manifest in the
act of voting. Such neglect of the gift God has given us doesn’t honor Him or use that gift to good ends.
Most Christians around the world do not have this same gift, this same stewardship, so we should be sure to be thankful for it
and use it well. So be a “good and faithful servant” and go vote.

Christians should vote To Seek Justice.
For Christians, seeking justice isn’t an option, it is a command from God. Micah 6:8 tells us, “He has
shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To do justice and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” While commanded, justice is also, sadly, a matter of great
confusion in our society, and even among many professing Christians. Understood properly, seeking justice
means living in such a way as to fear God rightly and give each and every human being what they are due,
before God, as fellow image-bearers.
Therefore, one of the most significant ways that Christians can obey God in the pursuit of justice is to vote
for candidates, causes, and policies that promise to create and ensure equal treatment of all people before
the law. This means voting against policies that promote inequality, like Critical Race Theory in our school
systems.
In summary, along with the civic and historical reasons to vote, Christians should also be motivated to vote
by love, stewardship, and justice. These are worthy motivations. Considered together, and especially the
point about stewardship, one could easily argue that Christians, in fact, have a duty to vote.
A duty to honor God and love our neighbor to be sure - But it is a privilege as well. This nation is a land of
freedom worth fighting to preserve, because as Ronald Reagan once famously said, “If we lose freedom
here, there’s no place to escape to.”

How to Vote?
1st

6 Critical Issues Christians Must Get Right

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Abortion

When applying biblically based moral reasoning to the issues at hand, Christians should conclude that casting effective votes to end the holocaust of abortion is the single most important reason to vote in our nation
today. God commands us that “you shall not murder.”
Yet abortion is horrific, legally sanctioned murder. Christians believe that every life is a sacred gift from
God and that God is the one who sees and forms us in the womb. Just because a baby is inside the womb,
and not out of it, in no way detracts from their value, worth, and dignity — they are wonderfully and fearfully made and fully human.
The unborn are entitled to equal treatment before the law, which, despite the recent overturn of Roe v.
Wade, they are still denied in almost all states in this country. So, at every opportunity, Christians should
turn out to the ballot box and cast votes for pro-life candidates and pro-life measures. God will hold us accountable for our action (or inaction) to defend the most vulnerable among us.

Author Jonathan Leeman, in How the Nations Rage, sets forth the clarity like so: “There is a direct path from biblical principle
to political application with abortion. Abortion is murder, and the Bible commands governments to protect their citizens from
murder. The path is that simple.” Christians should never vote for a pro-abortion (pro-murder) candidate. So, when you go to
vote as a Christian, remember: You must always vote for life. There is no other faithful way to vote.

2nd

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Religious Liberty

Christians know that the Gospel can and will advance regardless of whether there is religious freedom at
any given time and in any given country. It is wicked and wrong of any nation to forbid the free exercise of
the one true faith, the Christian religion. At the same time, because we live in a pluralistic society, it is
critical that adherents of other religions — as long as obedience to that faith doesn’t include mandated violence or other moral evils — have the freedom to exercise their faith freely and obey the dictates of their
conscience as well. Freedom of religion and freedom of conscience are among the most basic and fundamental of all human rights.
Christians should care deeply about voting to uphold and defend a properly ordered religious freedom
within our nation. Since religious liberty (and not just freedom of worship) is guaranteed to all citizens of
the United States by the First Amendment, Christians should be the first in line to ensure this freedom is
maintained. It’s important to understand that the vision of our Founding Fathers was not that the church
had no role or right to speak to the affairs of the state, but rather that the state should not have an
established and sanctioned state church, and interfere in the genuine religious beliefs and practices of free
citizens.
Therefore, when you vote as a Christian, you should feel no concern whatsoever to vote for policies or candidates that are unashamed about how their Christian beliefs will govern, guide, and inform their political
decision-making. We don’t want to protect the state from being impacted by the Christian faith, but rather
prevent the state from sidelining the freedom of the faith.

3rd

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Free Speech

God cares deeply about our speech, especially that it is truthful. Christians are commanded not to lie or
bear false witness against our neighbor and to speak the truth in love. Freedom of speech, also protected by
the First Amendment, goes hand in hand with religious freedom and the freedom of conscience. For example, in the age of transgender pronouns, Christians are facing increasing cultural pressure to lie about the
biological reality of a given man or woman, who they are being commanded to refer to as the opposite of
what they really are.
Christians should care deeply that they have the freedom to speak truly about transgender issues, the nature
of marriage being between a man and a woman, to name a few. And Christians should care that all citizens
of the United States have the same freedom to speak the truth, without coercion, or fear of reprisal. Free
speech is under attack, and Christians should lead the way in defending it for all.

4th

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Right to Bear Arms

The Second Amendment, the right to keep and bear arms, secures for our citizenry all the freedoms of the
First Amendment. While increasingly controversial in the age of “mass shootings,” Christians should continue to wholeheartedly support the right to bear arms. Why? Primarily because we know, as Christians,
that the problem is never in any given instrument or weapon, but rather the real issue is a problem of sin in
the human heart.
Christians of all people should know that if guns are banned, only the bad guys will have guns, because law
-abiding citizens will honor the law, even if it is unconstitutional. Christians should vote to preserve our
right to bear arms, fully embracing both the risks and responsibilities that come with the freedoms found in
a self-governing nation.

5th

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Judicial Appointments

In our modern era of an increasingly politically-aggressive and activist court system, directly electing righteous judges at the local level, or voting for a president who will appoint righteous judges at the federal
level (including the Supreme Court) should be a high priority for all Christians. The Bible makes this very
clear: Judges who pervert justice and fail to uphold the rights of the poor and needy (such as unborn children) are an abomination before the Lord. Christians should play no part in the election of any judges or
justices to any court in our land who fail to acknowledge the rights of the unborn, the rights of Christians to
worship freely and live according to their conscience.
What our nation needs right now is more judges who are committed to a “strict constructionist” view
(interpreting the law, not making it) and a commitment to upholding our God-given right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. The importance of righteous judges in our nation is perhaps seen most clearly
in the Supreme Court’s recent decision to overturn Roe v. Wade in the Dobbs case, bringing an end to the
fake “constitutional right” to abortion and sending the issue back to the states.

6th

Critical Issue Christians Must Get Right: Education

Concerned parents across the political and religious spectrum have become some of the most engaged and
vocal drivers of this political moment in the United States. During the pandemic lockdowns of 2020 and
2021, many parents of public-school students had a direct window into the radical progressive content that
was being foisted upon their students. Additionally, once back in the classroom, parents protested over the
absurd and unscientific mask mandates, appealing to school boards to free their children. The uptick in parents’ activism was not met kindly by local and federal officials.
The Biden Department of Justice even went as far as to imply they would treat engaged parents as potential
domestic terrorists. Parents also expressed concerns about the uptick in Critical Race Theory (CRT) and
CRT-infected ideas being forced on their children, not to mention outrage over incredibly sexually explicit
and pro-LGBT and transgender content put in front of their kids. Parental rights, quality of education, and
curriculum transparency have, rightly, become some of the most important political issues of our day.
But how should Christians approach the issue of education when it comes to politics? In brief, Christians
must remember and vote to reflect this truth: God gives children (and the responsibility for their education)
to parents, not the government. So, as Christians go to the ballot box, we must vote for educational systems, leaders, and school boards that will respect the God-given right of parents to control their children’s
education, and that promote righteousness — not wickedness.
Christians should vote for measures to do things like ban sexually explicit material, pro-LGBT or protransgender propaganda, and CRT from the classroom. Christians should vote for increased accountability
for school boards to concerned parents. And this is true for all Christian parents, even those who
homeschool or send their children to private school.
So, do your research and vote for candidates and policies that further parents’ rights to raise their children
without interference, promote righteousness, and ensure that children are well-educated, not indoctrinated.

Conclusion
As Christians enter the public square, we must confidently remember: Christ is King. Therefore, Christians
should vote to exercise responsible citizenship, showing gratitude for the heritage of the American Revolution, and we should also vote because the biblical principles and commands for us to love our neighbor,
exercise faithful stewardship, and seek justice compel us to vote.
When we vote, however, we must do so in a way that honors God and upholds His revealed moral standards and creation-order wisdom. This means Christians should vote to end abortion, protect religious liberty; protect freedom of speech and conscience; protect our Second Amendment right to self-defense; and
ensure that righteous judges and justices are elected or appointed who will honor God’s standards of life
and freedom.
They should also vote in such a way as to ensure the educational system in our nation is teaching and training the next generation in paths of righteousness and moral formation, and not poisoning their minds with
wicked, progressive propaganda. There are certainly more issues that Christians can and should care about,
but these six are “foundational moral-order issues” that we cannot afford to overlook or get wrong.
This is the greatest nation on earth, and it is without a doubt a Christian nation – and though we have
strayed from God and His Word – we can always come back home to Him. Pray for a Godly America,
Speak out for a Godly America, and even Fight for a Godly America if necessary – but please for the love
of God and country – Vote for a Godly America. Amen.

Prayer for the American Government
Father, in Jesus’ name, we give thanks for the United States and its government. We pray and intercede for the leaders in our land: the President, the representatives, the senators, the judges, the governors,
the mayors, the police officers, and all those in authority over us in any way. We pray that the Spirit of the
Lord rests upon them.
We believe that skillful and godly wisdom has entered into the heart of our President and knowledge is pleasant to him. Discretion watches over him; understanding keeps him and delivers him from evil.
Father, we ask that You encircle the President with people who make their hearts and ears attentive to
godly counsel and do right in Your sight. We believe You cause them to be people of integrity who are
obedient concerning us that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. We pray
that the upright shall dwell in our government, that leaders blameless and complete in Your sight shall remain but the wicked shall be cut off.
Your Word declares that “blessed is nation whose God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12). We receive
Your blessing. Father, You are our Refuge and Stronghold in times of trouble (high cost, destitution, and
desperation). So we declare with our mouths that Your people dwell safely in this land, and we prosper
abundantly. We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus!
It is written in Your Word that the heart of the king is in the hand of the LORD, and You turn it whichever
way You desire. We believe the heart of our leader is in Your hand and that his decisions are directed of
the LORD.
We give thanks unto You that the good news of the Gospel is published in our land. The Word of
the Lord prevails and grows mightily in the hearts and lives of the people. We give thanks for this land and
the leaders You have given to us, in Jesus’ Name.
Jesus is LORD over the United States. Amen.
1 Timothy 2:1-3
Romans 8:37 (Amplified)

Deuteronomy 28:10,11
Psalm 9:9; 33:12

Proverbs 2:10-12,21,22; 21:1
Acts 12:24

Copeland, Germaine. (2004). Prayers that avail Much for Women. Pocket Edition. Pg. 80-81. Roswell, GA

The Five Solas of Scripture
The five “Solas” state that Christians are saved by:
through faith alone,
in Christ alone,
by grace alone
as revealed by Scripture alone,
to the glory of God alone.
Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)
Sola scriptura, sometimes referred to as the formal principle of the Reformation, is the belief that “only Scripture, because it is God’s inspired Word, is our inerrant, sufficient, and final authority for the church” (God’s
Word Alone, 23). Notice, the basis of sola scriptura is Scripture’s inspired nature. As Paul says, “All Scripture is
breathed-out by God” (2 Tim. 3:16–17). That cannot be said of church tradition, councils, or church leaders, as
important as they all may be. While Scripture may have many human authors, it has one divine author. The
Holy Spirit, Peter tells us, carried along the biblical authors so that what they said, God himself said (2 Pet.
1:21), down to the very words.
For that reason, Scripture is also inerrant, inerrancy being a corollary of inspiration. Inerrancy means that
Scripture is true, without error, in all that it asserts. As the Holy Spirit carried along the biblical authors, he
ensured that their human words reflected his own holy character. Hence Scripture is truth because God himself is truth. It is, after all, God’s Word. Inerrancy is essential not only because it provides warrant for our assurance, giving us every reason to believe Scripture is trustworthy, but inerrancy also distinguishes Scripture
from all other fallible authorities. Scripture alone is our infallible, inerrant authority.
Last, sola scriptura means that only Scripture is our sufficient authority. Not only does Paul say all Scripture is
God-breathed, but on that basis, Scripture is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” Or as the
Belgic Confession says so well, “We believe that those Holy Scriptures fully contain the will of God, and that
whatsoever man ought to believe unto salvation is sufficiently taught therein.”
Sola Scriptura teaches us, in the end, that all other authorities in the Christian life serve underneath Scripture,
while Scripture alone rules over other authorities, for it alone is God’s inspired, inerrant, and sufficient word.

Solus Christus (in Christ alone)
Scripture, as the Christian’s final authority, is a gift from God. It is a gift because in Scripture we are given Jesus Christ himself. God would have been perfectly just and holy to leave us in our sin and condemnation. But
our great God stooped down so low as to speak a saving word to us lost sinners, a word that reached its pinnacle in the living Word, the Lord Jesus himself (John 1:1).
Our temptation is to think, however, that there is something in ourselves, even in the slightest, that can contribute to our redemption. Perhaps it’s obedience to the law, or perhaps it’s good works that spring from
faith itself. But Scripture counters: “None is righteous, no, not one” (Rom 3:10). God and God alone can save
us.

The Father has done just that by sending his Son to “become flesh” (John 1:14) to represent us, substituting himself on our behalf. Whereas we failed to keep the law, Christ obeyed the law for us; whereas we deserve the penalty for breaking the law, Christ died for us. Christ fulfilled the law we could not keep, and he
bore the wrath of God that we deserve (Rom. 3:21–26). And he did so in full. As that old hymn says, “Jesus
paid it all.” That means, then, that the work of Christ, and Christ alone, is the basis on which the ungodly
are justified in God’s sight.

Sola Fide (by Faith alone)
But how does the believer receive the redemption Christ has accomplished? Through faith and faith alone.
Rather than trusting in ourselves, we trust in another: Jesus Christ.
The Reformers loved to talk about a “great, marvelous exchange.” Christ has taken our sin and its penalty
on the cross. What have we received in exchange? The perfect, spotless, righteousness of Christ. Not only
have we been forgiven, and our debt been paid in full but imputed to our account is Christ’s perfect record
of obedience.
That means, then, that God declares us right with him not on the basis of something in us but only on the
basis of an alien righteousness, a righteousness that is extra nos, outside ourselves. Of course, it is none
other than the righteousness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). Faith, then, is the instrument through which
we receive this alien righteousness. Through faith in Christ that blessed status in Christ, which God alone
can give, is reckoned to us. Hence Paul warns Christians that no one will be justified by works of the law
but only through faith in Christ (Gal. 2:15–3:14).

Sola Gratia (by Grace alone)
If the work of Christ is the basis of our right standing before God, and if we are justified by God not on the
basis of our works but only through faith in the works of his Son, then it follows that our salvation is by
grace and by grace alone.
Sola gratia, however, is not limited to our justification, but spans all of salvation from start to finish. In fact,
the grace that saves us is, as John Newton so famously sung, “amazing,” because it does not originate with
us at all but stems from God’s mercy in eternity. As Paul says, God “chose us in him [Christ] before the
foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4).
“But wait a minute,” you might say, “Surely my will and my choice must be the determining factor.” Not
according to Paul: God’s election “depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has
mercy” (Rom. 9:16) His choice, in short, is not conditioned on us; that would give us reason to boast.
Rather, his electing grace is unconditional.
And if his grace in eternity is so free, then so too must his grace be unconditional when applied by the
Holy Spirit. The God who has chosen us by grace alone, is the one who alone can call us out of darkness
into the light of his own Son (effectual calling; John 6) and raise us from spiritual death to spiritual life
(regeneration; John 3). His grace is not synergistic, as if it depends on our will for its success. No, it is monergistic, for he alone works to bring us dead, lifeless sinners to new life in his Son. Moreover, he alone can
grant us the faith that believes and work such belief within us so that we embrace Christ as our Savior and
Lord (Acts 13:48–50; Eph. 2:8–10; Phil. 1:29–30; 2 Pet. 1:1).

Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone be the Glory)
Only if our salvation is by grace alone will God alone receive all the glory. If there is something of our own
we can claim, then we no longer boast in Christ alone. But if he is the author and finisher of our salvation
then he alone is to be magnified for his sovereign grace. As Christians, these solas should cultivate an attitude of total humility. Whether it is in our secular vocations or our praise on a Sunday morning, to God
alone be the glory. (by Matthew Barrett ttps://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-five-solas/)

Operation Christmas Child
Packing Party:
November 13, 2022
After Service

Still Need:
Rulers
Colored pencils
Erasers
Small notebooks
24 count crayons
Pencil lead for mechanical pencils (.7)
Back packs
Hair brushes
Combs
Hair bows
Gloves (all sizes)
Socks (all sizes)
Bars of soap
Wash cloths
Sunglasses
Toys, (i.e.
marbles, small balls, soccer balls, small cars, flash cards, coloring books,
baby toys, dolls of various sizes, stuffed animals.)

REMINDER: It’s almost the end of the year. Please keep in mind
that if you want all your donations to appear on your 2022 contribution
statement, they MUST be postmarked NO LATER than December 31,
2022. Ideally, the earlier the better. Thank you.

Lutheran’s for Life

November 6 – Pentecost XXII (Proper 27) – God intends and imparts life (Luke 20:38). He wills life
for every human being. He wills life even where the world witnesses only darkness, despair, and dying
(Luke 20:29-32). He works life no matter how young or how old a person may be (Psalm 148:12). He
works life that neither we nor anyone and anything else may end. Why would we not want to uncover,
approach, and announce such a holy ground (Exodus 3:5) to everybody?

November 13 – Pentecost XXIII (Proper 28) – Parents delivering children to death, as in abortion,
indicates the end of the age is near (Luke 21:16). We rejoice that God has given limits to evil, and this will
not linger forever. Our neighbors cannot afford for our tongues or talents to grow idle (2 Thessalonians
3:6). The Lord moves in surprise pregnancy and terminal diagnosis, turning hearts of parents and children to one another (Malachi 4:6). Let us also be about this the Father’s business!

November 20 – Last Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 29) – Using death as a solution offers us
dominion to spare ourselves from pain. But real kings and queens exercise majesty by saving their people instead (Luke 23:37-39). God’s forgiveness and salvation have made us royalty so that we may do the
same (Colossians 1:13). Lest our silence miscommunicate arrogance as blessedness, let us give voice to
the sacred remembrance that He holds every human life as His own treasured possession (Malachi 3:1517).
November 27 – Advent I – Beware the sword of abortion, euthanasia, and embryocidal technologies.
Those who live by the sword will die by it sooner or later. The words and ways of the Lord our God, however, beat swords into plowshares and pruning hooks (Isaiah 2:4)—a far more beautiful existence. May
our words and deeds invite our neighbors to cast off the works of darkness, like sexual immorality, and
take hold of the salvation that has drawn near (Romans 13:11-12)!

December 4 – Advent II – Our sinfulness once left us lifeless as stones, but God has taken us for His
own beloved children (Matthew 3:9) by becoming a little one among us Himself (Isaiah 11:6). Now we
get to welcome others as Christ has welcomed us. We proclaim the sanctity of every human life to defend the cause of the poor, and we put it into practice to give deliverance to the children of the needy
(Psalm 72:4).

December 11 – Advent III – Abortion and assisted suicide attempt to acquire one’s salvation by violence (Matthew 11:12). But God’s kingdom comes as He mercifully preserves at our weakest (Matthew
11:5-6). We need not seize happiness at the expense of others. Rather, we advocate endurance in sufferings such as surprise pregnancy and terminal diagnosis (James 5:11), and with our support for them we
strengthen instead of extinguish (Isaiah 35:3).

December 18 – Advent IV – Surprise pregnancy once redeemed the whole world. Joseph would have
aborted the undertaking, but the Lord explicitly forbid it (Matthew 1:19-21). Even human limitations
could not prevent the Heavenly Father from keeping His promises (Romans 1:2-3). So, every surprise
pregnancy we encounter—along with our lives and everyone else’s (Psalm 24:1)—belongs to Almighty
God, and we may rejoice to say so.

December 25 – Nativity of Our Lord – The Lord bared His holy arm (Isaiah 52:10) not just by appearing in the form of a full-grown man. The Word became flesh (John 1:14) first as an embryo and a
fetus. The clearest revelation of God’s glory (Hebrews 1:2-3) also designates every human life precious,
no matter what age, appearance, or ability. We can no more keep quiet about the sanctity of life than we
can leave out Christmas or Jesus from the Gospel!
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22

Adult Bible Study 9:30
11:00
Worship Srvc

Psalm 118

21

Psalm 76

20

Psalm 66

31

19

Psalm 65
30

Psalm 98

18
(The Wackerlys)

Psalm 50

NO BIBLE STUDY

Psalm 47

NO BIBLE STUDY

Psalm 33

29

28

Psalm 96

NO BIBLE STUDY
Psalm 95

NO BIBLE STUDY

27

Psalm 93

26

Office Closed
Psalm 92

Psalm 97

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE 8:30 P.M.
(with Communion)

Adult Bible Study 9:30
11:00
Worship Srvc
w/Communion
Psalm 29
25

Merry
Christmas

(The Lees)

Adult Bible Study 9:30
11:00
Worship Srvc
Psalm 77

First Lutheran Church of OKC
1300 N. Robinson, OKC 73103
(405) 235-1013 • firstlutheranokc.org
Rev. John Brennan - Pastor
(405) 479-1740
Johnthelutheran@live.net
Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service
11:00 a.m.
Communion every 1st and 3rd Sunday

