
          Reformation for One 

 

Before the Reformation, the Roman Catholic hierarchy 

was conducting “business as usual” just going along, 

doing the things they’d always done. They were, after 

all, the leaders of the one true church, calling the shots 

here on earth for none other than Jesus Himself. They 

called themselves the princes of the church and the vicar of Christ, they were 

so very proud of the fact that they were the successors of the apostles.  

 

But the problem was that their lives were as far from Christlike as they possi-

bly could be. They were Christian in name only. Instead of caring for the needs 

of the church and the advancement of the Gospel, they concerned themselves 

with securing their own power and wealth. Martin Luther’s Reformation was 

sorely needed. And thanks to God’s great mercy, the protestant movement suc-

ceeded, and remnants of the true biblical church of Christ Jesus remain to this 

very day. 

 

Reformation (a return to Biblical Christlikeness) is not just a corporate en-

deavor; it is for us as individuals too. The pope and his cardinals in Rome did-

n’t like their holiness being scrutinized and criticized by a “drunken German 

monk,” and we don’t much like the thought of our own good and godly lives 

being closely examined by others either. So maybe we ought to learn from 

them and seriously examine ourselves before it’s takes a major upheaval in our 

lives to get our attention – to show us our own desperate need for reformation. 

 

We’re not so different from the church in Luther’s day. They were in a rut, 

thinking they were being who they supposed to be, doing the things they were 

supposed to do, when they weren’t. We can get in spiritual ruts too, we do the 

same old religious stuff week after week, thinking that’s what we’re supposed 

to be doing. We pray before meals, we pray before bed, we read daily devo-

tions (sometimes), we attend church on most Sundays – and having done all 

that, we think we’re good with God, and He with us. But is that really the 

truth? When we stand before Jesus, will He say to us “Well done!” or will He 

say, “Who are you?”  



It’s absolutely true that praying is better that spewing hate-filled 

obscenities, reading devotions is better than violent crime, and being in church 

is better than operating a cannibal café. But is avoiding the temptation of spec-

tacular sin the best we can do? Is minimal prayer and participation all we can 

offer? It most assuredly is not! We can reform our life into something worth-

while and praiseworthy. 

 

We can share the love of God and the Gospel of Jesus, even while we still reek 

of sin. We can do this with the blessing, leading, and power of the Holy Spirit 

(as long as we abide in Christ, and He in us). While we abide in Christ, the 

Word made flesh – we are a continuous work in progress. Martin Luther said 

“This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, 

but healing, not being but 

becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are 

growing toward it, the process is not yet finished, but it is going on, this is not 

the end, but it is the road. All does not yet gleam in glory, but all is being puri-

fied.” 

 

So be constant in your personal reformation, look to see what needs to be 

changed, and change it – but most importantly listen to God’s Word and say 

what needs to be said. Luther said “You are not only responsible for what you 

say, but also for what you do not say” – so always be living in the Bible and al-

ways be telling others about Jesus! 

 

Thankfully, God’s Holy Spirit is gentler than Luther was, don’t expect Him to 

nail a list of grievances to your chest (although He could). Instead listen to His 

voice as you live (abide) in the Word. Allow scripture to sting you when you 

need to be reformed, and allow it to soothe you when you have repented and 

need to be healed, and allow it to speak through you to tell the world about Je-

sus! 

 

Happy and Blessed Reformation (and Personal Reformation)! 

Pastor John 



 

 
 

 Wow! You have accomplished a great deal! By Reformation  Sunday, 
(October 31, 2021), you will have read almost the entire Old Testament! Iôm very 
proud of all who have been reading along with us. Thatôs some pretty heavy duty 
reading! As you can see from the title, we will read all of the minor prophets in Oc-
tober. I was quite surprised when I saw we can read all 12 of them by the end of 
October! Again, quite an accomplishment. These books cover approximately 398 
years.                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
All the years are Before Christôs Birth.  
798 - Jonah. He prophesied against the cruelty of those in Nineveh (the Assyrians) with 
an understanding this applies to all people.  
796 - Amos He spoke to Israel (Northern KingdomðNK) Judah, Benjamin and all na-
tions. He Referred to the oppression of the poor, sexual immorality, wanton luxury and 
corrupt laws.  
796-719 - Hosea He condemned adultery, drunkenness, idolatry and licentiousness.  
740-711 - Micah He prophesied against Samaria, Jerusalem and all nations. His focus 
was on the lack of justice and oppression of the people.  
711 - Nahum The judgment of Nineveh. He addressed the Assyrians, condemning their 
cruelty and their overreach into other nations.  
626 - Habakkuk ñHabakkuk wrote about how God embraces Judah through destroying 
the Chaldeans.ò He prophesied against Babylon. He focused on their aggression, plun-
der, greed, graft, idolatry and inhumanity.  
626 - Zephaniah. Godôs indignation. He warned the people of spiritual fornication and the 
events of the ñDay of the Lord.ò 
596-586 - Joel. His concern was the Day of the Lord. He spoke to Israel (NK), He con-
demned adultery, drunkenness, idolatry and licentiousness.  
590 - Obadiah The Day of the Lord, Edomôs destruction as well as Israelôs restoration. 
520 - Haggai The restoration points to the Church. Main focus: Zerubbabel and Joshua 
the High Priest and the returning remnant of Godôs people. He condemned their neglect 
of building Godôs House.  
520-518 - Zechariah. Main focus: Zerubbabel and Joshua the High Priest. Joshuaôs filthy 
clothes symbolic of the peopleôs lack of judgment, mercy and peace.  
400 - Malachi Prepare for Messiahôs forerunner, (John the Baptist). Spoke against the 
priests neglecting their duties, the people for practicing divorce, adultery and robbing God 
of tithes.   https://www.biblestudy.org/prophecy/minor-prophets.html 
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Childrenôs Sunday School 

Begins Sept 12 at 9:30  

We have two children enrolled for Sun-
day School in the ele-

mentary age .  We will be studying The Ten Command-
ments.  We will not only learn the commandments and 
their meanings but also the remedy :) when (not if) we 
break a commandment.   

If you have a child or know any children that you can 
bring to Sunday  School we would love to have them no matter if they 
come every    Sunday or just sometimes.  Everyone is welcome. 

Joan Heierding 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

   We are starting to gear up for Operation Christ-
mas Child.  Joan and Bill  will be attending a 
leadership workshop in September.  We haven't 
set a date for our packing party yet, but we'll let 
you know in the October newsletter as well as 
the date for a jewelry/fishing kit workshop. Joan 
and Bill have a neighbor who has kindly donated 

$100.00 to apply towards our mailing costs!  Way to go!    

     Start looking for school supplies to go on sale this month.  You 
should be able to get crayons, scissors, pencils, 
sharpeners, markers, etc, at great prices.  Other 
things that will start being discounted will be t-shirts, 
shorts, flip flops and other summer attire.  These 
items are great for the boxes.  Give me a call if you               

have any questions.            Sue Wackerly    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 5 ï Pentecost XV (Proper 18B) ï Godôs grace shows no partiality (James 2:1). All 
have sinned, and all have received the mercy of justification for Jesusô sake. Christians cannot 
encourage abortion because it discriminates against neighbors based on size, skills, or circum-
stances. We cannot ignore   physician-assisted suicide because it discriminates against neighbors 
based on age, appearance, or ability. Instead, we rejoice to receive every member of our race as 
sister and brother. 

September 12 ï Pentecost XVI (Proper 19B) ï Even Christian lips can dishonor God and endan-
ger neighbors (James 3:9). When we permit assisted suicide or promote abortion, we cause more 
destruction than forest fires (James 3:5). But words also serve the Lordôs gracious purposes. Gos-
pel promises have delivered us. Even our sinful tongues can become instruments of His miracles. 
When we proclaim how God treasures every human life, He changes hearts and saves lives more 
than any laws or elections. 

September 19 ï Pentecost XVII (Proper 20B) ï Life issues like surprise pregnancy and terminal 
diagnosis are not morally neutral situations (James 4:4).     Intentionally ending life arises from 
sinful selfishness (James 4:2). But we donôt have to let our neighbors be led like lambs to slaugh-
ter. We can encourage and assist them in committing their cause instead to the Lord of hosts             
(Jeremiah 11:19-20). He has already given Jesus as guarantee that He will lift them up (James 
4:10). 

September 26 ï Pentecost XVIII (Proper 21B) ï Decisions about manner and timing of death ð
either our own or anyone elseôsðare difficult and dangerous. We cannot anticipate all its effects 
and consequences. Our Lord relieves us from playing God by reserving for Himself the right to 
determine how human beings live and when we die (Psalm 104:29-30). And He assures us that 
we may flee the likes of abortion and assisted suicide by taking refuge in His kingdom of            
forgiveness and faith (Mark 9:43-47). 
 
 
October 3 ï Pentecost XIX (Proper 22B) ï This world idolizes sexuality so much it sacrifices un-
born children in worship. Our Heavenly Father establishes boundaries to protect us from this slav-
ery. He elevates us by connecting sexuality to marriage, intimacy, procreation, and family. Human 
bodies testify that weôre born already    belonging to somebody. Where the world sees selves for 
expressing or enjoying, we celebrate them in sharing and serving! 

October 10 ï Pentecost XX (Proper 23B) ï ñI would never choose it for myself, but Iôm not com-
fortable telling anyone else how to act.ò Our neighbors need more from us than lukewarm. The 
Lord God invites the same courage and compassion His salvation has shown us. ñHate evil, and 
love goodò (Amos 5:15). Real love   proclaims both the Law and the Gospel directly (Mark 10:19-
21). Jesus makes us nothing less than gentle but relentless! 

October 17 ï Pentecost XXI (Proper 24B) ï Surprise pregnancy and terminal   diagnosis can 
indeed make anyone feel vulnerable (Ecclesiastes 5:15). Our           Incarnate Almighty knows 
(Hebrews 4:15), and so He arranges better solutions than intentional death. His promises have 
power even over problems of the body (Hebrews 4:12), and whatever losses we may suffer, He 
more than compensates (Mark 10:29-30). Jesus the Savior makes all things possibleðeven joy 
amid       suffering (Ecclesiastes 5:18). 

October 24 ï Pentecost XXII (Proper 25B) ï Disabilities do not deserve death, either at lifeôs 
beginning or near its end. The Lord our God loves to save us in all our brokennesses (Jeremiah 
31:8-9). May we learn something even greater than comfort from our limitationsðmay we learn in 
our disabilities to cry out to Jesus and follow Him (Mark 10:48, 52), through affliction to life ever-
lasting. 

October 31 ï Reformation (Proper 26B) ï The grace of God doesnôt prevail only in private. His 
life-giving words belong in bedrooms and on bodies (Deuteronomy 6:6-8), brought before congre-
gations and into conversations for the sanctity of every human life. So, we do not keep these life-
affirming convictions to ourselves because His blessings become even better when celebrating 



Date Lay Reader Date Ushers 

5 Bill Heierding 5 Vern Fahrni 

12 Michelle Brennan 12 Jim Wackerly 

19 Gary Jo Lee 19 Penny Lee 

26 Chuck Gray 26 Sue Wackerly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 COMMUNION DEACON    ALTAR GUILD 

 Chuck Gray      Laura Waller 

 Alternate: Bill Heierding   Sue Wackerly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you or a loved one has not been listed for their birthday month, please contact the Church Office so this can 

be fixed. Thank you.  (405) 235-1013 

 

1 Tim Dew 2 Tony Sellars 

11 Tracy Billeg 14 Penny Lee 

19 Lilly Johnston 21 Suzy White 

25 David Forsberg 28 Sue Wackerly 

28 Chuck Gray 29 Wyatt Atkinson 

30 Skylar Mathis   



Date Lay Reader  Date Ushers  

3 Bill Heierding 3 Joan Heierding 

10 Michelle Brennan 10 Jim Wackerly 

17 Sue Wackerly 17 Vern Fahrni 

24 Gary Jo Lee 24 Penny Lee 

31 Chuck Gray 31 Sue Wackerly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 COMMUNION DEACON    ALTAR GUILD 

 Bill Heierding     Laura Waller 

 Alternate: Chuck Gray    Sue Wackerly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you or a loved one has not been listed for their birthday month, please contact the Church Office so this can 

be fixed. Thank you.  (405) 235-1013 

 

3 Angela Glass 4 Baylee Schauer 

4 Megan Sauerwald 8 Penelope Griffin 

8 Brian White 8 Penelope Griffin 

11 John Brennan 16 Gary Jo Lee 

22 Betty Ray 25 Will Griffin 
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September 6  Office Closed for Labor Day 
September 8 The Chosen Bible Study Begins  (10:30 - Noon) 
   Every Wednesday in September 
September 9 Ice Cream Social in the Church backyard  7-8:30 pm 
September 12 Minor Prophets Adult Bible Study  9:45 - 10:45 am 
September 12 Potluck after Service down stairs 
September 25 God Loves You Tour @ South Capitol Lawn 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
October 3  OKC Memorial Marathon 
October  6  The Chosen Bible Study (10:30 - Noon) 
   Every Wednesday in October 
October 23  Shooting event @ the Gun Range 
October 31  Reformation Sunday  



FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
1300 N. Robinson    Å   Oklahoma City, OK  Å  73103 

 

Phone: (405) 235-1013  Å   firstlutheranokc.org 

firstlutheranchurch@gmail.com 

 

REV. John Brennan - Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Hour      10 a.m. 

Worship Service        11 a.m. 

Communion every first and third Sundays 


